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“Residents March in Protest: Sunnyside Fights ‘Instant Slums,’” Houston Post, November 8, 
1966. Photo credit: RG D 0006N.11-07-66Fr.18a, Houston Public Library, HMRC.
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Sunnyside Plan 

Overcoming 100 Years of Harm by Government Policies
100 years of cumulative public policy has led to many of Sunnyside’s current challenges. The city created most of 
these problems through official policies and must correct them. Simply stopping now embracing these policies 

will not fix the problems. It will require remediation on the part of the City to undo the harms.

2013 (pg. 47)
Sunnyside named 
8th highest crime 

neighborhood in U.S. 

1937 (pg. 23)
City opens 300-acre Holmes 

Road Dump in Sunnyside

1915 (pg. 18)
Sunnyside subdivision 

platted as racially segregated 
neighborhood by white 

developer/city councilman

1917 (pg. 18)
Severe racial oppression in Houston 
sparks riots and decades of Jim Crow 
practices, pressuring black families 

to relocate outside city limits

1918 (pg 18)
Sunnyside Colored County 

School (grades 1-5) 
established

1927 (pg. 19)
Sunnyside School incorporated 
into HISD. Students allowed to 
continue to Yates High School 
located 3 miles away with no 

transportation provided

1929 (pg. 15)
Houston Planning Department 

formally adopts residential 
racial segregation as city policy

1930s (pg. 16)
HOLC redlines home 

mortgage lending 
in Sunnyside

1956 (pg. 21): City annexes 
Sunnyside, imposes taxes, but does 
not provide sewer, water, drainage, 

sidewalks, streetlights or other 
public services

1957 (pg. 22): Sunnyside double-
taxed

1964 (pg. 24): 
Houston opens 
Reed Dump in 

Sunnyside (78 acres) 

1967 (pg. 23): 
Holmes Road 

incinerator opens

1969 (pg. 24): City 
expands Reed 

Dump

1967 (pg. 27)
City and HUD begin 

building massive 
numbers of government 

subsidized low-
income apartments in 
Sunnyside, residents 

protest

2010 (pg. 64) 
Sims Bayou flood 
mitigation puts 
more Sunnyside 

residents in flood 
zone

2013 (pg. 29)
Chapter 42 passed 

by city council, 
threatening the 
character of the 

community


