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HUD must act prior to August 27 Disaster Recovery requirement deadline to protect civil
rights and of Black and Latino Texans

Texas Communities of Color are facing a future where they remain unprotected from disasters
based on their race or ethnicity. In March 2022, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) determined that the State of Texas distributed Community Development
Block Grant Mitigation (CDBG-MIT) funds, which were meant to protect neighborhoods from
storms and other natural disasters, in a discriminatory manner. Communities like Houston, Port
Arthur, Corpus Christi, and Beaumont received $0 of a $4 billion allocation, while more inland,
rural areas with a higher share of white residents and lower flood risk were funded. Yet despite
HUD’s determination, the State government has taken no action, while many of those affected
Black and Latino Texans are remembering the relentless winds and water their neighborhoods
endured 5 years ago this week with the anniversary of Hurricane Harvey.

On June 28, HUD Secretary Marcia Fudge asked Governor Greg Abbott to intercede and
required the State of Texas to enter a Voluntary Compliance Agreement to remedy their
discriminatory actions with HUD within 60 days. The 60 days are up in two days, on August
27th, 2022. So far, this order has been met with silence from Gov. Greg Abbott. Texas’ General
Land Office (GLO) and its Land Commissioner George P. Bush, who administer disaster aid,
continue to spend money meant for these neglected communities and follow the unsubtle cues
from state leadership to ignore the civil rights of Texans of Color.

We are calling for immediate attention and action regarding the State of Texas’ failure to enter
into a Voluntary Compliance Agreement. Gov. Abbott must require Commissioner Bush to
enter mediation for the VCA with HUD prior to the deadline’s end on August 27. If Gov. Abbott
does not fulfill this legal obligation, we need HUD Secretary Marcia Fudge to act as the federal
government has acted historically on civil rights issues for decades and halt funding for Texas
GLO while remains in non-compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which
requires public funds not be spent in a racially discriminatory manner. If Texas does not meet
this week’s deadline, Fudge must refer the case to the Department of Justice for enforcement
of Title VI and the Fair Housing Act.

Our leaders must serve all Texans who are affected by disaster and flooding. To ignore
low-income communities of color further consigns them to poverty and danger of losing their
lives and livelihoods. Flood mitigation is a civil rights issue, HUD has said so. So we demand
that the State of Texas act immediately to restore the civil rights of low-income Texans of color,
and, if Texas is recalcitrant, that HUD act with swift justice to force them to do so.


